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to see Washington chosen instead. Now, on the chance of be-
coming President of the United States, Hancock was willing to
support the Constitution.
He supported it by offering a series of amendments, drawn
up by Federalist leaders but presented by Hancock as his own,
which Massachusetts would recommend along with the ratifica-
tion of the Constitution. The ratification was not to be condi-
tional on the acceptance of the amendments, but the convention
made it clear that certain alterations in the Constitution "would
remove the fears and quiet the apprehensions of many of the
good people of the commonwealth [of Massachusetts], and more
effectually guard against an undue administration of the federal
government."
These suggested amendments removed enough fears and
quieted enough apprehensions among the members of the con-
vention to bring a vote in favor of ratification on February 6, but
only by the narrow majority of 187 over 188. Afterwards, however,
the minority acquiesced in a spirit very different from that of
the minority in Pennsylvania, where the Federalist leaders had
been less mannerly in their management. The Pennsylvania tac-
tics would have alienated a man like Hancock—or a man like
Samuel Adams, who also did not support the Constitution till
he saw how many supporters it had among the mechanics of
the town, headed by Paul Revere.
Nobody in Pennsylvania spoke, after defeat, as Widgery did
when the vote had been counted. He said "that he should return
to his constituents, and inform them, that he had been over-
ruled, and that it had been carried by a majority of wise and
understanding men; that he should endeavour to sow the seeds
of union and peace among the people he represented; and that
lie hoped, and believed, that no person would wish for, or sug-
gest, the measure of a Protest: for, said he, we must consider that
this body is as full a representation for the people, as can be
convened. ... He concluded by saying, that he should support,
as much as in him lay, the constitution, and that he believed, as
this state had adopted it, that not only nine, but the whole thir-
teen would come into the measure." Two days later, in a letter
to a friend, Widgery expressed, in his own frontier spelling, his
approval of Federalist Boston: "One thing I mus menchen, the
Gallerys was very much Crowded, yet on the Desition of so

